Some Reasons You May Want a More Just Economy
Workers in occupations important for the functioning of our society are commonly
compensated at levels too low to meet their basic needs for food, housing, clothing,
healthcare, childcare, transportation, and other basic necessities. Almost all of us would
be harmed without their work, and in some cases life would be impossible or extremely
unpleasant. For example:
Do you like the smell and look of excrement on the toilet bowls, floors, and possibly walls of
public restrooms and other filthy conditions in the public buildings in which you go? (If you are
brave, click here to get a sense of what we are referring to.)
If not, you agree with us, so let’s make sure our economic system results in paying the person in
the picture below, and others who do similar work, a lot more than $23,440 per year, which is
their median income. They must be able to live on the income they receive from their work.
Although it varies substantially based on location, the national average annual income just to
meet basic needs for a family of four (two adults and two children) MIT researchers determined
to be $65,860. So if the person below had a spouse at home taking care of the children, their
household’s income would be 64.4% below the income needed to meet basic needs. If this
person had a spouse working full-time at the same wage, their $46,880 household income would
be 28.8% below the income to meet basic needs, without considering the substantial additional
childcare costs. The MIT researchers estimated the additional childcare costs with a second
parent working to be at least $11,245.

We Are The Wealthiest Country In World History.
Market forces and a dysfunctional political system
are creating unjust outcomes.

Would you like to see this when you go into supermarkets?

If not, you agree with us, so let’s make sure our economic system results in paying the persons in
the picture below, and others who do similar work a lot more than $20,090 per year, which is
their median income. If the people below have spouses at home taking care of two children, their
household’s income would be 69.5% below the income to meet basic needs. If these people have
spouses working full-time at the same wage, their $40,180 household income would be 39%
below the income to meet basic needs, without considering the substantial additional childcare
costs.

Would you like to see this when you go to a fast food restaurant?

If not, you agree with us, so let’s make sure our economic system results in paying the persons in
the picture below, and others who do similar work a lot more than $19,710 per year, which is
their median income. If the people below have spouses at home taking care of two children, their
household’s income would be 70.1% below the income to meet basic needs. If these people have
spouses working full-time at the same wage, their $39,420 household income would be 40.1%
below the income to meet basic needs, without considering the substantial additional childcare
cost

Brazilian investor Jorge
Paulo Lemann is the
founder of 3G Capital that
owns Burger King. He is
the 26th richest person in
the world and the richest
person in Brazil, with an
estimated net worth of
US$29.2 billion as of
4/1/17.

Would you like to see this
when you go into department
stores and other retail outlets?

If not, you agree with us, so let’s make sure our economic system results in paying the person in
the picture below, and others who do similar work a lot more than $22,700 per year, which is
their average income. If the person below has a spouse at home taking care of two children, their
household’s income would be 65.5% below the income to meet basic needs. If this person has a
spouse working full-time at the same wage, their $ 45,400 household income would be 31.1%
below the income to meet basic needs, without considering the substantial additional childcare
costs.
The six heirs of Sam Walton, the
founder of Walmart, have $145
billion, more wealth than the
poorest 42% or 132 million
Americans combined. If the $145
billion returns just 5% per year, it
makes these six heirs $20 million
richer per day. On average the
$145 billion returns far more than
5% per year. Over the past 20
years, Walmart stock price
averaged an 11% annual increase,
and the dividend is now 2.9% per
year. Without the Walmart workers
the Walmart heirs would have no
wealth.

We Are The Wealthiest Country
In World History.
Market forces and a dysfunctional political
system are creating unjust outcomes.
It’s time to create a just and democratic society.

A society that values people solely based on market forces is immoral. We can do better and now
we must. Isn’t it time we deal with these serious injustices?

People in the wealthiest country in history live like this and
cannot see a doctor when they are sick.

A homeless encampment
in Seattle where one
night five people were
shot, two of them killed.

A homeless family in El
Paso county Texas
living in their car

A study conducted by the U.S. Conference of Mayors found that 12 of the 23 cities surveyed had
to turn people needing shelter away due to a lack of capacity.
The United States has the second-highest child poverty rate among the world’s richest 35
nations, and the cost in economic and educational outcomes is half a trillion dollars a year,
according to an analysis detailed in a report by the Educational Testing Service.

A home in a garage in
San Luis Obispo, Ca

Food bank line on
Thanksgiving 2011 near
Atlanta, GA

One Day of Healthcare in an Animal Stall at the
Wise County, Virginia Fairgrounds.

The Affordable Care Act, which improved health care access for about 20 Million Americans,
nevertheless falls far short of making care either accessible or affordable to millions more. Many
are willing to suffer the indignity of being examined and treated in a place where just a few
weeks earlier people saw which cows and pigs would win blue ribbons. This kind of free Pop-Up
Clinic comes to an area often for just a few days then goes somewhere else, so people have to
hope they don’t need healthcare when the clinic is gone.

A few days of healthcare at a Dallas convention center, then the providers go
to another city with people desperately needing healthcare.

We do not want class warfare, which is what we have
now, waged by a small economic elite who are winning.
They have captured a hugely disproportionate share of
political power and the wealth created by the rest of our
unprecedentedly productive society, causing harm,
injury, and many causalities. We want to end the class
warfare and live in a decent and democratic society.

